
 
 

Another glorious day, greetings Milson Combined Church family (Sunday, May 24th, 2020) 
 
During Level 4 lockdown my messages had a distinct horticultural theme: Seed to Sow, 
Soil to Prepare, Stump to Remove, Exile to Experience, Trees to Transplant, amongst other 
sermonettes. Last week I shared about the BEAUTIFUL TRUTH of your reflections on God’s 
love and goodness, and on the beauty of autumn and the changing season. 
 

“BIRDS’ TESTIMONY” 
 

Last Sunday it was a delight to have Miguel, Carl and Janet, and Carol join me at MCC for 
a time of prayer. We sat in a sunny spot and read through the Sunday morning texts in our 
Prayer Book. What I did not anticipate was the volume of sound that came from the many 
birds in the trees on our church property! It was almost comical when I said, “Let us take 
a few minutes of silence to be aware of God’s presence within and around us,” because it 
was not exactly silent! We could almost imagine that these birds were singing praise to 
their Creator, free to be who they are and rejoice in the God who cares for them. 
 

 
 
I have been reflecting on this experience all week, and have been reminded frequently 
because it seems that everywhere I go I can hear birds chirping and flying. Jesus cares for 
sparrows and ravens and he cares for us (Job 38:41; Psalm 147:9; Matthew 6:26; 10:29; Luke 12:24).  

 
To think of how much value we are to God, that he holds us in his heart, we are truly 
blessed to be called sons and daughters of God (Romans 8:15-17; Galatians 3:26-4:7). 

 
We may still be a little while away from re-gathering as a church family on Sunday 
mornings, but we are always in God’s presence, surrounded in the grace of Christ, and 
accompanied by the Comforter, the Holy Spirit (John 14:23, 26). 



If you are able to join me for 9:30am prayer this Sunday then you are most welcome, just 
contact me beforehand because only ten of us can meet during this current Level 2. Or 
you can follow the link from wherever you are: http://anglicanprayerbook.nz/104.html 
 
We will be particularly praying for our local community that our neighbours would come 
to faith in Christ and find fellowship amongst us a people who are following Jesus. 
 
Finally, would you say with me the following adaptation of a beautiful poem-psalm about 
longing to be like the sparrow in the temple that testifies about how great our God is. 
 
 

PSALM 84 

From the ‘Iona Abbey Worship Book’ 

 

   How lovely is Your dwelling place, God of power and might. 

 

   I long with heartfelt yearning to be within God’s house. 

   My whole being sings for joy to God, the living God. 

 

Even the sparrow finds a home and the swallow makes a nest where she 

can rear her brood close to Your holy alters. 

 

   Happy are those who live in Your house forever offering praise. 

 

   Happy are those who trust in You as they walk their pilgrim way. 

 

   Better is one day in Your temple 

than a thousand days elsewhere 

Better to stand at the door of God’s house 

than live in the tents of the wicked. 

 

   God is our sun, God is our shield, giver of glory and grace. 

God refuses no good thing to those who do what is right. 

 

   Happy are those who trust in you, God of power and might. 

…………….. 
 

Great grace to you this day and in the coming week – Andy 
…………….. 

http://anglicanprayerbook.nz/104.html

